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Am ſatisfied to underſtand that my Laſt was ac- 
ceptable: As to what you further deſire, vix. 


That I would uſe the Freedom, to tender 
you ſome Advice, towards eviting that dan- 


gerous Rock of a practical mingling the two Cove- 
nants, viz, of Works, and of Grace, which alas! is 
frequently done, where yet the Orthodox Doctrine, 


as to them both, is profeſſed, c. I acknowledge, 


the Demand is juſt, and that an effectual Effay to ſet 
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the Matter in a true and clear Light, were highly 
ſeaſonable in theſe Dreggs of Time; but many 
Things render the Management of ſuch an Enter- 
prize (in a Suitableneſs to the Deſign) conſiderably 


difficult; eſpecially when confin d within the narrow 


Bounds of a Miſſive. Great Men have treated the 
Doctrine — GO D's Covenants with Man, 
to excellent Purpoſe, and unfolded Revealed Truth 
on theſe Heads, with much ſweet, and Soul-eftabli- 
ſhing Evidence; eſpecially upon the firſt Entrances 
of Goſpel Light, after the groſs Darkneis, whether 
of the more old, or the latter Antichriſtian Hea- 
theniſm. And 1 reckon it no ſmall Part of the 
Glory of our Reformation, that, as theſe burning 
and ſhining Lights, had a deep Inſight into the Con- 
cerns of the Goſpel; ſo ſome. of them were, in a pe- 
culiar Meaſure, honoured to open up the one and 
other of theſe Coyenants, and the Lifterences be- 
twixt them, with an aſtonifhing Power and Exact- 
neſs ; wherein they were ſucceeded by other Faithful 
Men, both elder and modern, of whom 1 might. 


repreſent a large en, and adduce many par- 


2 ticular 


ticular Places in „ Writings; but that é 
neither can my circumſtanced Caſe allow, nor could 
ſuch a Labour conſift with the neceſſary Conciſenefss 


of a Letter. I reckon Furity and Soundneſs of as i 


Doctrine on theſe Heads, with the Underſtanding 
and Experience, which the LOR D's ſpecial Teach- 


ing doth'beftow and ſcal, to be a clear and ſure Rule, 


according to which we may ſafely take our Meaſures 
concerning the State of Souls and Churches; and 
therefore L. am a little incouraged, after many 
Struggles and much Reluctancy, to undertake an An- 


ſhed Manner; only in the Entry I mutt premife a 
Word or 'Two, by Way of Caution, to preyent 
Miſtakes. Firſt, That Iam very far from the leaſt 


Thought or Inclination, to impute Unſoundneſs un- 


to any, who ſincerely own the Reformed Proteſtant 
Doctrine, according to our received Standards of the 
| ſame; though yet I muſt ſay, that the 
Mat. 11. 2. L OR IDs Covenants are of ſuch a Na- 


ae 10. 21. Tre, that they ean be as little underſtood y 


Cor. 3. 18. aright, while the Vail is upon our Hearts, 
Katy 67. (until the Power of Darkness be broken 
En by that Inſtruction which Fleſh and Blood 
cannot beſtow) as Perſons without Eyes can ſee the 


Light. 2dly, I ſhall likewiſe be fo free as to ae- 


knowledge, from much afflicting and humbling Expe- 
rience.in my oWn Soul, that a legal Spirit will. lurk 


for a long Time, and cover it ſelf under ſo many fair 


and alluring Goſpel Flouriſhes, - as render the very 
Detection to be one of the Wonders of ſpecial-and 
divine Teaching; eſpecially, ſeeing much ot this Soul- 
ruining Leaven will continue after that the Eyes are 
opened; nor do I know any- upon the Face. of the 
Earth intirely purged from it. 3dly, Notwithſtanding 
1am perſwaded, and reckon it a Token for Good, 
yea the moſt encouraging of any which remain in _ 
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+ in ſo far eſtabliſhed; and a humble Endeayqur, to 
li- point our the little I know of the right way unto 
4 others, incaſe theſe Notes come under 2 more exten- 
nt | five View, than that for which they were at firſt de- 
alt ſigned. And that I may touch at what is deman.led 
in- in yours with the more Diftinctneſs, I purpole to re- 
nt preſent ſome few Particulars referable to the follow- 

he ing Heads... 1ft, I ſhall narrate the chief Particulars, 
he 4 wherein I obſerve a practical Mingling of the Cove- 


a- * nants, without accuſing one or other, but ſimply 
od reprelenting the Thing. 2dly. {incline to endeqyour an 
ts, Untolding ſuccinctly xne Hurtfulaeſs and Danger of 
en this Mixture. - 3dly. It will be proper to tender a 
d tew Advices, towards the Rectification of what is : 
1 amils in this Sort. 4thly, Lſhall (it the LORD will). 
- | ciſcover ſome Miſtakes about the LORD's Supper, 


Which flow from this Source. As to the Firſt, tie 
7 pleaſed (my Honoured Friend) to ponder thele fol- 
oe ES: RS | 

: Firſt, Seeing I kno'v no Congregation ſo well ſta- 
ted, but that the Bulx, or ar leait a con ſilerab. e Part 
of them, yea even divers reputed of the better dort, 
are in the State of Nature, now wholly corrupted 
by our Sin and Fall in our Firſt Dae. 27. 29. Got. 3. 10. 
Farcnts, and that in this E— 579% 3. 18» 36. Hol. 13.9. 
ſtate, we all lie under the Sentence of the Law, and 
+ „ broken 


Need ier 


which that Breach entaileth upon us; and yet we nei- 
ther ſee, nor will ſee this Ruine, until the Spirit of 
the LOD carry in the Conviction from his Word, 
and perſwade us with a ſtrong Hand, that we have 
utterly deſtroyed. our ſelves, c. I modeſtly tender 
to your earneſt, impartial, and ſedate Conſideration 
the hainous Evil; great Danger, and Noxiouſneſs of 
ſuch a Tenor of Doctrine, whereof one great Scope 
(at leaſt) is not the Diſcovery of this Eſtate ſo ruined, 
as {aid is, and much more, when a mixed Multitude 
is beſpoken, as if they were a Cowpany of Saints, 


The iron Sinew is ſtrong, and our Averſion from ac- 


knowledging that we have deſtroyed our ſelves, is ſo 
great and invincible, (until the LORD come in the 


Greatneſs of his Might) that a meer Omiſſion of ſet- 
ting home our natural Eſtate under the Curſe of the 


Law, doth more than abundantly ſuffice to harden us 
in it; how much more then is a Strain of Teaching, 
or Converſe, deluſive and hardning, which giveth Oc- 
caſion; yea often carricth us towards a Thinking the 
veln 16. 8. Contrary? It is the Spirit of the LOR D's 

May, firit to convince Men of Sin, and 
whatſoever inverteth this Method, muſt be of Evil : 
For altho' many particular Sins be diſcovered and re- 


proved, yea not without ſome Fenetrancy of Sharp- 


neſs ; yct when a ſinful Ettate is not diſcovered, the 
_ Generality of People (though divers of them may be 
brought to acknowledge, yea and retorm the parti- 


cular Evils, through a common Work of the LORD's I 
Spirit) are ſo far trom being wrought up towards 


Conviction, that they ſecretly bleſs themſelves, as 
though their Etiate were ſafe; and when the more 
| troubleſome Evils are a little reformed, the Deluſion 
is the ſtronger, while they are thereby raiſed to 
the higher Yinacle, both of their own, * * 
5 1 ti 
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be Perſons of conſiderable Note for Qua- MI mm 
lity, Station, or Wealth. : | | 
2dly, Foraſmuch as, we who by Nature, are a Com- 
pound of meer Darkneſs and Enmity againſt ,,, , 18. 
the LORD, do yet poſſeſs our ſelves with ands.. Rom 
the pleaſant Dream and Deluſion, as if we 
had ſufficiency for ſomewhat ; which procureth the 
intertaining of many a ſecret, and ſelfiſh Expectation 
of our being and doing better, even after Convictions 
have entred, and made ſome Impreſſion upon our 
Spirits: I ſee clearly, and am ſtill more confirmed, 
that it is moſt deſtructive unto Souls, to puſh Perſons 
ſo circumſtanced, to a variety of Duties, and to cheriſh 
in them, yea, and to excite their ignorant and ſelfiſh 
Propenſity, towards a crowd of Vows and mar. 18.26. 
Purpoſes, without laying before them, and 29. 7% 
ſetting home upon their Conſciences, the 7% '9- 
utter impotency, and enmity of corrupt Nature with 
all poſſible vigour and earneſtneſs, as it may pleaſe the 
LORD to direct and enable. This, I am well aſ- 
ſured, is poiſonous, in ſo far as it is of a native ten- 
dency contrary to, and ſubverſive of the Goſpel of 
CHRIST; the Scope of which, is to carry #0. 3. 1011» 
us out of ſelf, from clear and convincing #3. mz. 
Diſcoveries, that fallen Man is altogether 51023. 
dead in fin, wholly deſtitute of Life and Bom. 5. 6+ 
Strength; whereas a Conduct of this kind, doth, in 
the very nature of the thing, preſuppoſe, yea and 
inſinuate the contrary ;z and thus immerſeth the poor 
deluded Creature more deeply into accurſed Self, in 


| a direct Contradiction to the Nature, Marrow, and 


Principal Ends of the Goſpel. Sure there is nothing, 
wherein Orthodox Divines agree more harmoniouſly, 
than in the account of fallen Man's undone Eſtate, as 
utterly void of the Life of GOD, and a _ of 
oe nr _ ark- 


N : 


: 1 1 | | 
Parkneſs and Enmity e him. What then can be 
of a more poi ſonous Influence, croſs and contrary to 
this, than to preſs him unto a. Variety of Duties, 
which are indeed indiſpenſibly obliging, bur utterly 
impoſſible, fave in the L OR D's Way,; and when 
zie g. 1. not fo much as an Inſinuation is given, that 

15.12, the Tree muſt needs be made good, by a 


r 
3-EP912.12+ new Creation, before it can bear good 


Fruits? The Tendency and Effect are much the ſame, f 


as if the Pelagian Hereſies were taught expre ly, in 


ſo far as, oftentimes, neither the Teacher repreſent- | 
eth, nor the Hearer knoweth, or.believeth the Ruines 
of his Fall; but the one and other demean themſelves | 


Practically, whatſoever their Profeſſion be, as if Na- 


ture were intire, or not much les d. 


Zaly. You well know, that our Sin and Ruine en- 
nn, tred, by our giving way to the firſt and 
grand Engine of Hell, by which we were 
| of that intire Cre- 
dit tothe LORD's Teſtimony, the through belie- 


8 
3. _ 17 
3e. gradually wheedled out 


ving whereof, was a chief part of our Original Beau- | 
ty, and ( ſhallI ſo term it?) the main Baſis, ſource | 
and ſtrength of that complete Obedience which we 


owed, and do owe ſtill to the perfect Law; upon 
which accounts, our ſubtil Ene mies found it moſt ad- 


viſeable, as beſt ſuiting their murdering Deſign, to 


point all their Batteries at this, that the Foundation 


being ſubverted, the Whole Fabrick of Original In- 


tegrity might fall to the Ground: Which according- 


ly ſucceeded as we know. Then it was our very Na- 


ture in its primitive Beauty, to give full credit to 
| whatſoever the LO R D had ſaid: But now, through 
kom. 3» 10, Our Fall, we are become a maſs of Dark- 
it 1 66 neſs, Unbelief, and Wickedneſs. Hence I 
cannot but regrate it, as a dangerous working of this 
Myſtery of Iniquity, and a fad Effect of much Igno- 
5 rance 


are put forth towards them who believe. 


rance of our fallen Eſtate, Shen Faith is ſpoken of as 
2 Thing of no great difficulty, and promiſcuous Mul- 
titudes 2 to an Acceptance of the LORD 
JESUS, as freely offered in the Goſpel, acer. 3. 19. 
without any Eſſay to diſcover the Vail upon the heart, 
and the utter Impoſſibility we are under, of % 6. 44 

knowing him, until the face of the Covering 545 
be removed from dur eyes, by the ne 
Creation of that Light which before was not. And 
ſeeing, the utter impotency and enmity of Nature 
ly mainly hefe, (the Venom of our fallen Eſtate con- 
ſiſting chiefly in a power of unbelief, rejecting the 
Teſtimony of the G O D of Truth, and receiving: 
that of the Father of Lies) and that the Byaſs of cor- 
rupt Nature is ſtrong againſt the LORD JESUS, 


as revealed in the Goſpel: (who was not known to 


our firſt Parents in that manner, during their Ori- 


\ ginal Integrity.) It pierceth my heart to hear or read 


judicious and pathetick Diſcourſes about Faith, without 


any diſcovery of the croſſneſs of our Natures to it, 
and the Impoſſibility we in our fallen Eftate are un- 
der, to believe, as well as to fulfil the whole Law; 
g eſpecially ſeeing the Spirit of the LORD inſiſteth 


much upon this in the ſacred Oracles, and that the 
power of GOD. the exceeding greatneſs of his Fower, 


the workings of his mighty Power; even that Power, 


which raiſed CHRIST from the dead, Epb. r- 17 
1 


» 19) c. 


 qthly. Neither are Exhortations and Advices o 
this ſort duly qualified and cautioned, by inforcing 
them as only performable in the LORI's ftrengtn: 
( althe' I often have defiderated fo much as this) For 
tho? I chearfully acknowledge, that every act of Faith 
and Obedience, is the product of Omnipo- 
tency put forth in a Creating way, and 
chat our Eyes ſhould be 132 ext 
85 this 


Ebb. Te 10. 


— . 
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| | (20 
this Creation, without which, nothing acceptable to 
him can, or ever ſhall have a Beeing; yet you know, 
Sir, that the Influences of Light, Life and Strength, 
2/4. 68. is, flow out into the Members, only trom 
Epb. 4.8, 16. their Glorious Head; and that therefore 
Col: z. 19. there can be no acting in the LORD's 
Strength, but by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, to the fixed 
Exerciſe of which, I reckon it beyond all manner of 
Doubt, that a State of Ingraftment into him, is pre- 
viouſly required. The Branch cannot bear Fruit, 
except it be cut out of the Olive wild by 
Jon 15.2? Nature, and ingrafted into the true Vine, 
and the Derivation of Sap and Virtue from 
thence, can only have Place in a State of Union: 
Hence, pretended Fruitfulneſs, which floweth not 
from this Source, is nothing to any ſaving Account, 
but a mere Dream and Deluſion. 
zthly, I reckon it likewiſe a dangerous, but ſub- 
tile Strain of the Law, whether in Doctrine or Con- 
ater. 13. 44 duct, when ſuch a View of the Pearl is 
4 not underſtood, tendered, and taught, as 
1 rocureth a joyful Divorce from every 
Thing elſe. I have often obſerved from my own 
afflicting Experience, that after affecting Views of 
the Glory of Chriſt, that grand Idol of Jealouſie, viz, 
much ſubtile Regard to a legal Righteouſneſs inhe- 
rent, or performed, did remain in great and full 
Strength. This | conteſs, may procure a very conſide- 
rable Degree of Strictneſs and Exactneſs of Walk, 
with ſome Sweetneſs of Comfort, bur more of Bit- 
terneſs, as meaſures with an enlightned Conſcience 
are kept or broken, But all this while the Root, 
Marrow, and Life of Religion is wanting, and the 
Perſon remaineth (ſhall I fo expreſs it?) Chriſtleſs; 
ſeeing the Soul is never truly engaged to the Lord Je- 
| Jus, nor brought into a State of Union with — 


— 


f 6 11 ; 
ſuch a Knowledge of him be attained, by ſpecial ani 
fving Manifeſtation, as procureth a ſelling of all far 
Joy. And as a Righteouſneſs of our own, under 
whatſoever Colour, is truly (howſeever inſenſibly) 
reputed the moſt valuable Enjoyment; ſo the Lord 
Jeſus is not known by a Removal of the Vail, until 
not only the moſt eſteemed of Creatures, . ., 6 
but alſo the Semblances of our Righteouſ- 5. 3. 7,8. 
neſs be truly accounted Loſs and Dung, and deteſted 
as the greateſt and moft ſubtile Snares. Upon this 
View, all Things are abandoned, and the loſt Sinner 
only and wholly in the Pearl; and thus goeth on in 
the Strength of the LORD, making Men- L be. 
tion of his Righteouſneſs, and his only, © 7" 16. 
For what concerneth the ſecond Branch, viz. The 

Hurtfulneſs of legal Doctrines, and a Strain of that 
Nature; ſeveral Particulars relative to this have been 
already touched; yet I ſhall ſubjoin theſe following, 
Firſt, For as muchas our natural Byaſs as Children 
of the Firſt Adam, is ſtrong towards Self, and car- _ 
rieth us with an invincible Current that Way; (until 
Sovereign Power and Mercy interpoſe) a Strain of 
Doctrine and Converſe, ſuiting this Gangrene of 
proud and corrupt Nature, muſt needs be exceeding- 
ly ruinous; being calculated exactly towards hardning 
it in it's connatural Pride, Our native Pro- 
penſity to theſe maſt dangerous, becauſe 9m. 9- 327 
unſeen Precipices, is ſtrong, ſpecially atrer 10. 3. 
ſome Entrance ot convincing Light upon 

aughty Nature, and hence a little Touch carrieth 
s far : But how much more, when all the Arts of 
Periwaſion concentre in a ſtrengthning of this accur- 
ed Byaſs. 2dly, Seeing the Two Covenants are di- 
ectly oppoſite, and as to the Grounds and Way of 
dalvation, not only contradiſtinct, but, with regard to 


us, 


Jeek eth, and findeth his All for Time and Eternity, 


EF 12 ) | 
us, fo far inconſiſtent, chat a mingling the one with 
ben u. 5, the other, is, according to its Meaſure, 

and S. 2, a poiſonous and Soul ruining Perverſion 
Jo Ce. of both. The leaſt Tendency.this Way, 
whether as to adopted S:ntiments, or a Strain of 
Doctrine and Practice, muſt, in a proportioned 
Meaſure, .hurry the poor deluded and unwarry Soul, 

pon the moſt dangerous Rocks, which have, ever 
from the Beginning ſince man was created, ruined 
theſe, from whom the glorious Goſpel remained 
hid, as might be evinced by a particular Induction, 
if that were neceſſary, 3dly, I need not tell you, dear 
Sir, that the Goſpel is the Channel thorow which alone 
the inlivening Breathings of the Spirit of GOD are 
conveyed; although the LORD's Spirit both openeth 
and inforceth the Law, but ſtill in a Subſerviency to 
the glorious Goſpel, ;CHRIST being the 
| End of the Law for Righteouſneſs, unto 
every one that believeth. Beyond all Doubt, the 
Diſcoyeries of our bond Eſtate, through 
a ueteſtable Servitude under Sin and Satan, 
are a work of that Spirit, whole firſt Approaches 
(may I ſo call them?) unto the Soul, are made by 
| an effectual carry ing in, and faſtning Con- 
victions of Sin upon the Heart; but in ſo 
far as Relief is ſought in legal Ways, under what- 
ſoever Golpel tinttured Pretext, the Law hath 
neither the Promiſe nor Adminiſtration 


Rom. 10. 4. 


Rom. 8, 15. 
Job. 16. 8. 


2 Cor. 32 7. 


the Ends of the Goſpel, that it is dreadfully abaſcd, 
in a Way contrary to, and perverſive of it; and 
therefore whatioever Shadows of Liberty may de- 
Ceitfully allare for a little, the Iilue muſt needs be 2 
further increaſe of Barrenneſs, and a deeper In- 
9 tangiement into the Thickets of Darkneſs 
7%. 7 5. and Confuſion, Curſed be the Man that 
5 tri ſtetb 


of the Spirit, and is fo far from ſerving, 
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triſteth in Min, and maketh Fleſp his Arm, &. 
He ſhall be like the Heath in the Deſert, &c. Yea 
Mixtures in this Sort in Ferſons uhdoibtedly Gra- 
cious, are but like Wood, Hay atid Stubble, iCor. 2. . 


raiſed upon the Foutidation which miaft 3˙ 14. Ce. 


be burnt up. 4tbly, The greateſt Heights of Re- 
formation in this Kind, devolve alwiſe into a very 
bad Iflue; for howſoever high the Pitch may be 
which is attained; it is beyond all Doubt, that no 
Luft is, or can be mortified in thit Manner; the 
Scope of the Law, in this fallen Eſtate, being te 

d:ſcover, but not to kill Sin: Hence, the utmot 

Lengths which can be reached that Way, amount no 
higher than to ſomewhat of Reftrairit, without any 


real diminution of the inward Strength of Sin. And 


therefore it is with Corruption, in this Caſe much, 
as with Waters, which being kept in, loſs nothing 
of their Bulk and Force, but afterwards run over, 


or break thorow the Bulwarks which ftopt them, 
or, at leaſt, find ſome other ſecret Paſſage, for cow 


veying themſelves off in full Strength. The faire: 
legal Bloſſoms come to no Fruit of the right Kind, 
and acceptable to the LORI), ant therefore either 


end in Prophanity and Stupidity, without the Re- 


mains even of a Form, or but with little of the 
ſame. And if it ſhould be otherwiſe, fo that the 
fair Semblances continue, it 4mounteth but to al 
Exchange of more open and bluſtering Eults, with 
theſe which may be fully as hurtful, tho? they make 
sls Noiſe, (like Waters which run in a Riller 
Courſe, ) and in the mean Time, they all continue 
in their full Reign. VV | | 

I proceed now to the 3d. Head, viz, To offer you 
ſome Advices, with Reference to the Detection, 
and Remoyal of this unſeen, and theretore the more 
dangerous and deftructive Eeaven, The Duty, in 


this 


. 
_ this Caſe, is neeſary and important, but the Ma- 
nagement conſiderably difficult, both becauſe of the 
mpoſſibility which our proud Hearts are under, to 
underſtand the Nature ef the Evil, and a great Ob- 
noxiouſneſs to miſtake, and its being taken in bad 
Part, when more direct Endeavours are uſed to diſ- 
cover it, though ſincerely and affectionatly on the Part 
ot the Diſcoverer. And I fhall be ſo ingenuous as freely 
to acknowledge, that I found the ſame Incapacity, and 
Uneaſyneſs to bear ſuch Detections, hen that Leaven 
wrought ſtrongly in my own Heart: Neither could 
T then have underſtood the Nature, and dangerouſ- 
neſs of that Grangerene, which, notwithſtanding, 
were made very clear afterward. But that I may 
come more cloſely to the Purpoſe in Hand, I would 
adviſe you, 1, In Caſe the Perſons who may be 
conſiderably tainted with this Leaven, be otherways, 
ſuch as we haye Ground to judge do tear the LORD, 
(for a viſible Mixture of this Sort may accompany 
Saving Grace, altho' the Evil reigns not 
Rom. 6. 14. ; | 
q in any gracious Perſon ) to treat ſuch 
Perſons in the moſt amicable Ways, honouring 
what you ſee of the LORD's Image in them, in Re- 
gard there is good Ground to be well aſſured, that 
obs 14. 21 the LORD who hath begun to mani- 


22. & 17. 6. feſt himſelt unto them, 10 as he doth 


not manifeſt himſelf unto the World, will un- 
doubtedly carry on and complete the Work. It 
well becometh us to uſe all due Caution and Ten- 


derneſs, in dropping in a little of Inſtruction, as 


it may pleaſe the LORD to direct, in the foreſaid 
Circumſtances, as knowing that Light will, through 


Grace, be throughly acceptable to the Children of 


Light; and that none can ſo deeply and heavily re- 
fent, even the leaſt Degree of a Practical Blending 
the Two Covenants,. than they themſelves will do, 
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bo V3.8 
according to what-thereof is diſcovered from Tim? 
to Time, It is not proper to adhibite Severities to- 
wards theſe whoſe Sorrows for Sin, are ri- - 
veted moſt deeply, by the believing and 243. 
pleaſant Senſe of Love and Gratitude. 
But as for ſuch, to whom we may not have the Cha- 


9 
12. to. 


rity of looking upon them as in a Gracious Eſtate, 


altho we owe not the ſame Regard to them; yet ix 
were greatly neceſſary to uſe the utmoſt of Caution 
in dealing about theſe Matters 2 it may pleaſe the 
LORD to Teach and Guide) both becauſe of the 
utter Incapacity, proud Nature is under to ſee this 
accurſed Byaſs (till the LORD inſtruct with a 
ſtrong Hand). and its Propenſity to miſtake Igno- 
rantly, or Wickedly, when Means uſed towards 
the Diſcovery of this Venom are not caution- 
ed and guarded on all Hands with great Circum- 
ſpection. Nevertheleſs the Truths and Way of 
G OD, are, through His Grace, to be declared and 
inforced reſolutly; for who knoweth what a GOD 
of Infinite Power and Compaſſion may do. Only 
we would be careful, in a peculiar Manner, to in- 
culcate and inforce the indiſpenſible Obligation of 
the Law, as a Rule, and not in the leaſt RO + 
made Void, but Eftabliſhed throuhg 
Faith, foraſmychas manifold Experience hath evin- 
ced that the moſt faithtul and cautious Endeavours 
to diſcover and remeed the Abuſe of the Law, are 
ordinarily aſperſed with the abominable Blot of An- 
tinomianiſm, altho'. that Myttery of Iniquity can 
never be oppoſed effectually in any other Way 
2. Foraſmuch as there is a harmonious Agreement 
amongſt Reformed and Orthodox Divines in Point of 
Principle, with Reference to the Nature and Differen- 
ces of the TWO Covenants; you are at the greater Ad- 
YantagestowardsEndeavours tor diſcovering this qan- 


grens 
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god an . when the ſame Principles are on 
either Hang, not only agreed to, but niaintained with 


4 aps with PE Paints of the ame. The Ground 


| ſome Meaſure of Zeal rom a Senſe of their Import, 


as belonging to the Foundation; and yet do lead moſt 
gatiyely and clearly o whatſoever is proper to be 
repreſented on this Head, withour the Uneaſineſs of 
any remate, or involyed Conſequence, for that a 
2 Application of Heart, and Way to the acknow- 
ledged Rule, doth more than ſuffice the manifeſting 
Aeta although I confeſs that ſpecial Illumi- 
pation is abſoſutely neceſſary for underſtanding the 
one and other aright; Hence, Firſt, You have ſuth- 
Sienr and clear Warrant for Oppoſing with Zeal and 
Vigour theſe ſubtile and wicked Perverſions of the 
Gaſpel of CHRIST, which ſome modern Au- 
thors do teach, and ſpread by ſuch Moulds of the 
900 el, Covenant, Juſtification, and other highly 

222 Articles; as (to ſpeak within Bounds) 
do greatly weaken the Froteſtant Faith with Reke- 

ence to them: For which Effect the late Mr. 

axfer and others of his Followers, have not ſtood 
to barrow Fopiſh and Jeſuitical Arguments, for 
maintaining their Mould of Juſtification, as ſome 


Srape Authors, who vindicated theſe Truths, have 
made evident by a particular Induction. And; 


moregyer, beyond all Manner of Doubt, ſoyereign 
Grace and ſreè Mercy are not acknowledged ſuicere- 


Iy, if a Mixture be allowed, and any, even the 


leaſt of Sufficiency aſcribed to the Crea- 
> Core 3. . ture, as of it ſelf. It is manifeſt, that 
the Scope of Goſpel-Diſcoveries, and. 
alſo of the Law, as ſubſervient to the ſame, is a 
total Excluſion of all Boaſting, that eve- 
owe 3s, 19 Ty mouth may be ſlapped, and all the 
7 var id become guilty 8 God: Ang. 
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whoſoever exalteth corrupt and proud Nature 
| KF Cwhich, in a juſt Account, is meer Darkneſs and 
: |} Enmity againſt the LORD) and aſcribeth: any 
1 Efficiency to it in the great Concerns of Salyation, 
£ giveth too juit Ground to fay, withaut Breach of 
t 
e 


Charity, that (in ſo far) be is a lyar, and the 
truth is not in him, Grace, in theſe Matters 


it muſt either be acknowledged ro be 227 
2 wholly and only Grace, or elle it is Bg. , f. 6, 
[= not ſincerely owned at all, as the Spi- 


grit of the LORD doth plainly and peremptorily 
1— declare. I much admire, and approve with my 
1e whole Heart, the judicious Obſervation of Great 
. Dr. Owen, viz. That there is not any true Mids be- 
nd twixt the Orthodox Sentiments and the Errors of Pa- 
he piſts, about the Doctrine of Grace, Free-Will, and 
u- || the 2 of Sinners before God, with other 
he || the like Articles; and that therefore every Receſſion 
ly from the received Judgment of our worthy Refor- 
s) mers, andthe ſtated Principles of Proteſtant Churches 
fee. | on theſe Heads, is a 8 Return unto Anti- 
Hr. | chriftian Egypt and Babylon. Neither need you to 
od be in the ſeaſt amuſed with the plauſible Dreſs of 
for | ſome Novel Projects, which are ſet on foot for dark- 
me || ning the Glory of Sovereign and free Mercy through 
ave | a Redeemer; in Regard they are not new, bur rather 
And | a re-aCting of the ſame 1 of Iniquity, which 
eign | was early ſet on foot by the falſe Apo- 3 
ere- | files; whoſe grand Project was to mingle A 
the || in a ſpecious Kind of Works with the 3» 4. . 
rea- | Righteouſneſs of Chriſt in the Matter of 1 
that || Juſtification, which I might more cloſely declare and 
and. || cvince, could the Succinctneſs of a Letter allow. Af- 
is a || furedly the Source of all theſe Perverſions is much 
eve-: | Blackneſs of Darkneſs, as to the LORD our Righ- 


the, | teouſneſs ; foraſmuch as Views of his Glory, as ſuch, = * 
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wa procure the keeneſt Abhor- 
x rence of what we before adorned with 
the Name of Righteouſneſs ; but then it is ſeen in it's 
true Nature, and acknowledged to be what really it 
is, viz, Loſs, i. e. wholly Refuſe, meer Chaff, only 
and altogether unprofitable, and alſo Dung, i. e. Vile, 
Lothſome, and whereof the very Sight and Thoughts 
are extremely uneaſie and nauſeous, 

 2do, Preſuppoſing, as aforeſaid, the Reformed and 
Proteſtant Principles, you will find it, through Grace, 
eaſie and obvious from thence to elicite wharſoever 


Caſes, reſpectively circumſtanced, may require to- 


wards the Detection of a mingling the Two Cove- 
nants, whether as to Doctrine or Practice; ſo that I 


_ need not enlarge further on this Head. 


From the whole, I offer Two or Three Conſe- 


ctaries, with Reference to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. 


1. That in Order to a maintaining the Ordi- 


nance in Purity, with an Adminiſtration and Recep- 
tion ſuitable to the Bleſſed Inſtitution, it is neceſſary 


that the Covenant of Grace be rightly underſtood 


and opened up, according to the Scope and Import 


of revealed Truth about it. For if the Covenant it 
telt be miſtaken, the whole Conduct, with Reference 
to it, muſt accordingly run upon a falſe Ground, per- 
verſive of the Ordinance, and ruining, in ſo far to the 
Souls of thoſe who take ſuch Meaſures, and are the 
more inexcuſable in ſtumbling and falling fo grie- 


voufly under the clear Light of Goſpel Iiſcoveries, 
manifeſtly diſplayed in and from the Word, 


2. Hence they who are utter Strangers to a con- 
verting Change, which makerh old Things to paſs a- 
way, and all Things to become new, and who 
yet under ſome Preſſure of Conviction, do re- 
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gret what they find amiſs, and promiſe N. 18. 26, >. 


Amendment, that they may hereupon rad. 19. B. 


Deut. 5» 27. 
raiſe a Tirle to this diſtinguiſhing Ordi- 3 
nance, as if the Seals belonged to them on that 
Head, do quite unhinge the Ordinance it +ſelf, 
Fating and Drinking Judgment to themſelyes, while 
they flatter proud Nature, and project a Reformation 
of what they acknowledge to be wrong in Heart and 


Life, by turning inward to ſpin it, as it were, out of 


their own Bowels. And therefore I am not afraid 
to aver, That in ſo far as, they preſume to partake 
of this Sacrament as a Seal of what they have thus 
raſhly promiſed, they really and practically make it 
a Sacrament of the Covenant of Works, or of what 
they have promiſed, in a Way ſuiting their practical 
Abuſe of that Covenant, by a ſecret lean- 

ing to the Arm of Fleſh. The true Me- J. 17. f. 


thod in this Caſe is gravely and ſeriouſly as before the 
Heart-ſearching God, to enquire into the State of 


Matters, with Reference to a gracious and ſaving 
Change, by which we are poſſeſt of the Bleſſings in- 
wrapped in the Goſpel-Covenant, and to take our 
Meaſures concerning the Seals, with Reference to 
what the LORD hath wrought and diſcovered, more 
or leſs, as to our being inſtated in the Covenant it ſelf. 

3. HowloeyerPerſons may be legally unexceptiona- 


ble, and therefore cannot be ſecluded from ſharing ar 


this Table, by an Eccleſiaſtical Sentence, the Outſide 


being fair as to whatſoever falleth under ſucha Cog- 
nizance, with Relation to the Ordinance ; yet ſeeing 


all this and much more may conſiſt with the Reign 


of Sinand Satan; noShadow of Encouragement ſhould 
be given to theſe, who are in an unregenerated State, 


as it any ſuch might lawfully communicate before 
Gol, although their Claim could not be diſproved a- 
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mongſt Men? I had once thought to have deduced 


more Inferences, and to have given a Touch at divers 
Sacramental Caſes: But confidering that ſome wor- 
thy Authors have written largely, and to good Pur- 

on theſe Heads; and being loath to repeat, I 
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Yours, Nc. 
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